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October 13, 2011

The Honorable Harry Reid 	 The Honorable John Boehner
Majority Leader, United States Senate 	 Speaker of the House of Representatives	

Dear Leader Reid and Speaker Boehner: 

America’s greatest asset has always been its people. As business leaders, we recognize that investing 
in human capital leads to improved performance—for the employees we manage, for the organizations 
we lead, and for the country in which we live. Taxpayers see a $7 return on every dollar when that dollar 
is invested in effective early learning programs that target at-risk children from birth to age five.  

Our economy is less likely to be burdened by heavy deficits, and businesses like ours are more likely 
to thrive, when today’s public leaders make wise investments in Head Start, Early Head Start, the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant, and the Early Learning Challenge. These are the programs that 
develop our national human capital, reduce costly downstream interventions, and focus on quality as 
a cornerstone to generating positive rates of return.  Early learning investments result in significant 
short-term economic benefits as well, including the generation of sales of local goods and services, 
decreased employee absenteeism which costs U.S. businesses billions every year, and increased 
retention and productivity.

That is why we urge your leadership as critical budget priorities and specific funding levels are set for 
FY12 and beyond, in order to assure that such funding:  

•	 allows all children to continue to participate in these programs and 
•	 includes a focus on quality improvement, which is critical to the effectiveness and efficiency of 

public investment. 

When resources are limited, we as business leaders invest in areas where we can expect to see the 
greatest impact per dollar. We urge you to do the same. We support public investment in quality early 
learning that will help to reduce deficits, ensure the competitiveness of our workforce, and contribute to 
the long-term growth of our economy. 

Sincerely, 

Sari Agatston
CEO, South Beach Diet Company, Florida
 
Sheldon T. Anderson
President & CEO, SE Region, Northern Trust, Florida

Greg Anton
Partner, Anton Collins Mitchell LLP, Colorado

Thomas E. Arenberg
Retired Senior Executive, Accenture, Wisconsin, International
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Antonio Argiz
President and CEO, Morrison, Brown, Argiz & Farra, Florida

Nancy Armbrust
Vice President (Retired), Schreiber Foods, Inc., Wisconsin, 
Arizona, California, Georgia, Missouri, Nebraska, Pennsylvania, 
Texas, Utah

Geta Asfaw
President & CEO, Addis and Company/Ababa and Company,
Colorado

Charlie Ault
Head of Consumer Lending, Border Trust Company, Maine

Carrie Baker Stahler
Marketing Director, Onion River Sports, Onion River Kids,  
The Shoe Horn, Vermont

Daniel Barlow
Public Policy Manager, Vermont Businesses for Social  
Responsibility, Vermont

Gerard W. Barousse Jr.
President, Monarch Real Estate Advisors, Inc., Louisiana

Eddie Basha
Chairman of the Board, Bashas’ Markets, Arizona

J. Robert Baum
Chairman, Highmark Inc., Pennsylvania

Patrick J. Beehler
Senior Land Surveyor, David Evans & Associates, Washington

Marcia Benner
V.P. of Human Resources, Damariscotta Bank & Trust, Maine

Russ Bennett
Owner, Northland Design & Construction, Inc., Vermont

Peter A. Benoliel
Chairman Emeritus, Quaker Chemical Corporation, Pennsylvania

Maria M. Blet
Managing Director, KR Financial Services, Inc., Florida

Betsy C. Bort
Vice President, ERIEBANK, Pennsylvania

Robert Bosworth
President & Chief Operating Officer, Chattem / A Sanofi  
Company, Tennessee, New Jersey

Jeanne Braniff Baker
Principal, BenefiTree Services, LLC, Texas

John J. Brennan
Chairman Emeritus, Vanguard, Pennsylvania

Monica Bristow
President, River Bend Growth Association, Illinois

D. Michael Broadhead
President, Central Valley Bank, Washington

Susan Broman
President, Steelcase Foundation, Michigan

Peter P. Brubaker
Former President & CEO, Susquehanna Media Co., Pennsylvania

Brad Busse
President, RBC Daniels, Colorado

Lee A. Butz
Chairman of the Board, Butz Enterprises, Inc., Pennsylvania

D. Cory Byzewski
Vice President & General Manager, U.S. North Residential, Direct 
Energy, Pennsylvania

Michael Cade
Executive Director, Thurston Economic Development Council, 
Washington

Matthew Calavan
General Manager, Beaver Toyota of Santa Fe, New Mexico

Don Caldwell
Chairman & Chief Executive Officer, Cross Atlantic Capital  
Partners, Pennsylvania

Carl Camden
President and Chief Executive Officer, Kelly Services, Inc.,  
Michigan

Tony Campisi
President/CEO, Glatfelter Insurance Group, Pennsylvania

John Cavalier
CEO (retired), MapInfo, Inc., New York

Susan Chaar
Account Executive, Concentra, Maine

Lew Chamberlin
CEO, West Michigan Whitecaps, Michigan

Michael Chesser
Chairman & CEO, Great Plains Energy, Inc., Missouri

Todd Clark
President, United Bank and Trust, Michigan

Lynn Compton
General Manager, Peak Health & Wellness, Montana

Dana Connors
President, Maine State Chamber of Commerce, Maine

Alfonso Cornejo
President, Hispanic Chamber Cincinnati USA, Ohio

Mariza Costal-Cabral
Chief Researcher, Hydrology Futures, Washington

JoAnne Coy
Vice President, Corporate Communications, Investor & 
Community Relations, Columbia Bank, Washington

Ann C. Crouter
Dean, Penn State University College of Health & Human  
Development, Pennsylvania

Rob Crow
Vice President, Lloyd Industries, Inc., Washington

Maria A. Culp
President & CEO, Central Pennsylvania Chamber of Commerce, 
Pennsylvania

Paula Cunningham
President & CEO, Capitol National Bank, Michigan

Gloster B. Current, Jr.
Retired Vice President of Corporate Affairs, Northwestern Mutual, 
Wisconsin

W. Bowman Cutter
Managing Director, The Cedars Capital Partners and Senior 
Fellow, The Roosevelt Institute, New York

Peter J. Danchak
President, Northeast PA, PNC Bank, Pennsylvania
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Stephen Danner
Managing Director, CBIZ MHM, LLC, Florida

Bob Davis
CFO, Border Trust Company, Maine

Michael DeLuise
President, Melville Chamber of Commerce, New York

Thomas W. Dempsey
President, Utz Quality Foods Inc., Pennsylvania

Frederick P. Dillingham
Executive Director, Economic Development Council of  
Livingston County, Michigan

Linda Distlerath, Ph.D., J.D.
Senior Vice President, APCO Worldwide, Washington, DC

Stephanie N. Doliveira, Esq.
Vice President, Human Resources, Sheetz Inc., Pennsylvania

Edward Donley
Former Chairman, Air Products and Chemicals Inc., Pennsylvania

Irwin Dorros
President, Dorros Associates, New Jersey

Barry Downing
President, Northrock, Inc., Kansas

Lori Drummond
President/CEO, Olympia Federal Savings, Washington

Maj Gen Nelson Durgin
CEO (retired), Phillips Strickland, Maine

Sean Duval
President, Golden International, Michigan

Marcie G. Eberhart
Director, American Eagle Outfitters Foundation, Pennsylvania

Mike Edwards
Director, Thurston First Bank Olympia, Washington

Robert C. Esch
Vice President, External Affairs, American Refining Group, 
Pennsylvania

Linda Fergusson
President/CEO, Burlington Chamber of Commerce, Washington

Pete Festersen
President, Strategic Business Development, LLC, Nebraska

Phillip Wm. Fisher
Principal, The Fisher Group, Michigan

Michael Fisher
President and CEO, Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical 
Center, Ohio

Howard Fluhr
Chairman, The Segal Company, New York

Laura H. Foster
President and CEO, Please Touch Museum®, Pennsylvania

Jonathan Freiden
President and CEO U.S. Toy Company, Missouri, Kansas

Charlene A. Friedman
CFO, Friedman Real Estate Group, Pennsylvania

Bill Friend
President, Core Capital Management LLC, Illinois

Jane Garrard
VP & CFO, Tupperware, U.S., Canada

Judy Geer
Co-Owner, Concept2, Vermont

S. Kay Geiger
President, The PNC Financial Services Group - Greater 
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky, Ohio, Kentucky

Buck Gieseke
Owner, Integrity One Home Mortgage, Inc., Washington

James F. Glunt
Partner, Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & Stewart, P.C., 
Pennsylvania

Jorge Gonzalez
President & CEO, City National Bank of Florida, Florida

Jeff Goronkin
President & CEO, IZOCA, New York

Melissa Grimm
Principal, Grimm & Grove Communications, Pennsylvania

J. Barry Griswell
CEO, Community Foundation of Greater Des Moines, and retired 
Chair and CEO of Principal Financial Group, Iowa

Dean Gruner MD, MMM
President & CEO, ThedaCare, Wisconsin

Ron Grzywinski
Former Chairman and CEO, ShoreBank Corporation, Illinois

Zan Guerry
CEO, Chattem / A Sanofi Company, Tennessee, New Jersey

Charlie Guildner
Executive VP/Chief Credit Officer, Peoples Bank, Washington

Michael Edward Gutierrez
Embedded Software Engineering Manager, Lockheed Martin 
Aeronautics (Business Sector), Texas, Maryland

Kay Hancock-Apfel
Owner, Chairman and CEO, Consumer Asset Management, Inc., 
Florida

Dr. Michael L. Hanes
President & CEO, Whitaker Center for Science and the Arts, 
Pennsylvania

Dan Hanrahan
President & CEO, Royal Caribbean Cruises, LTD, Florida

David M. Hargreaves
Senior VP, Argus Insurance, Inc., Washington

Delores Hargrove-Young
President/COO, XLC Services, LLC, Ohio

Jayne Harris Abess
Partner, thinkLAB Ventures, Florida

David W. Hawk
Chair of the Board, Gertrude Hawk Chocolates, Pennsylvania

Darlene M. Hawkes
Marketing Manager, People’s United Bank, Maine

Fritz M. Heinemann
President & CEO, EconomicsPennsylvania, Pennsylvania

Brian Hendrian
Market President, Bank of Springfield, Illinois
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Gregg Hetue
President/CEO, Brown County United Way, Wisconsin

Paul Hillegonds
Senior Vice President, Corporate Affairs, DTE Energy, Michigan

Jonathan W. Hiltz
Baystate Financial Services, Maine

Kristen Holt
Vice President, NSF International, Michigan

Daniel B. Hoover
President & CEO, Roaring Spring Blank Book Co., Pennsylvania

Sandra G. Hostetter
President, Central Florida Bank, CNLBank, Florida

Stephanie Howell
President, Howell Consulting, LLC, Florida

Fred Jackson
CEO, BeecherJackson, Florida

Mark Jahnke
President and CEO, Katz, Teller, Brant and Hild, Ohio, Kentucky

Julie S. Janson
President, Duke Energy Ohio, Inc., Duke Energy Kentucky, Inc., 
Ohio, Kentucky

Connie Justice
President, Planson International Corporation, Maine

George Kaiser
Chairman, BOK Financial Corporation, Oklahoma

Mark Kasper
President/CEO, Amerhart, Ltd., Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri

Corbin J. Kearns
Plant Manager, Johnson Matthey, Pennsylvania

Diane Keller
President and CEO, Ann Arbor/Ypsilanti Regional Chamber, 
Michigan

Peter C. Kelly
President /CEO, United Way Fox Cities, Wisconsin

Kim L. Kindschi
Executive Director, Division of Entrepreneurship and Economic 
Development, University of Wisconsin-Extension, Wisconsin

Alan King
Partner, Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP, Illinois

Julia H. Klein
Owner, Chair & CEO, C.H. Briggs Company, Pennsylvania

Ted J. Kleisner
President & CEO, Hershey Entertainment & Resorts Company, 
Pennsylvania

Susan Knesel
President, League of Women Voters of Campbell County, 
Wyoming

Jim Krieger
Vice-Chair and CFO, Gallup, Nebraska

Lloyd H. Lamm
Capital Region, Regional Banking Executive, First National Bank 
of Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania

Kurt Landgraf
CEO, Educational Testing Service, New Jersey

Donna Lasinski
President, ThinkStretch, Michigan

David Lawrence Jr.
Retired publisher, The Miami Herald, Florida

William Lehr, Jr.
CEO, Capital Blue Cross, Pennsylvania

George LeMasurier
Publisher, The Olympian, Washington

Susan W. Lipp
Chairman, Full Compass Systems, Ltd., Wisconsin

Thomas M. Love
President, Love Communications, Utah

Jack Lowell
Senior Managing Director, Flagler Real Estate Services, LLC, 
Florida

Carlos Lozano
President, Lozano Insurance Agency, Michigan

Douglas R. Luciani
Co-chair, President & CEO, Traverse City Area Chamber of 
Commerce, Michigan

Bruce K. MacLaury
President Emeritus, The Brookings Institution, Washington, D.C.

Jerry Maginnis
Managing Partner, KPMG, Pennsylvania

M. Brian Maher
Managing Director, Essex Equity Management, New Jersey

Ray Martel
President, Spiller’s, Maine

Alyssa R. Martina
President & Publisher, Metro Parent Magazine, B.L.A.C. 
Magazine, Michigan

Michael Mathis
Chattanooga City President, Regions Bank, Tennessee, Alabama

Kevin McCrudden
President, Motivate America, Inc., New York

Ken McCutchen
Director of Sales, Stafford Associates, New York

David McFadden
President, Yakima County Development Association, Washington

Dr. Elizabeth Ann McGee
President, Seminole State College, Florida

Jill T. McGruder
President & CEO, IFS Financial Services, Inc., National

Derek Mehraban
CEO, Ingenex Digital Marketing, Michigan

David Merage
Chairman & CEO, Consolidated Investment Group, Colorado
Alfred Mockett
CEO, Dex One Corporation, North Carolina

Lillian Montoya-Real
Principal, Flywheel Ventures, New Mexico, California

Michael G. Morris
Chairman & CEO, American Electric Power, Ohio
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Charles A. Morrison
President, Androscoggin County Chamber of Commerce, Maine

Leslie Murphy, CPA
President & CEO, Murphy Consulting, Inc., Michigan

Denise Murray
Director, Briarwood Mall, Michigan

Steve Musica
Managing Partner, 1 Group, Maine

Phillis Oeters
Vice President, Baptist Health, Florida

Dr. Steffen Palko
President and Vice Chairman (Retired), XTO Energy Inc., Texas

Sharon Palmer
Realtor, Lambros Real Estate ERA, Montana

Rick Panowicz
Chairman, St. Martin’s College Board of Trustees, Washington

Jim Parker
Owner, WestRidge Creative, Montana

John Pepper
CEO and Chairman (retired), The Procter & Gamble Company, 
Ohio, National, International

Philip A. Peterson
Senior Vice President, Aon Hewitt, Pennsylvania

P. Timothy Phelps
Former President, TriCounty Area Chamber of Commerce, 
Pennsylvania

Clifford Plath
Co-owner, Washington Fruit, Washington

Ray H. Potts
Co-Founder, Potts Exploration, Oklahoma

Victoria Powell
Principal, B.R. Powell and Associates, P.C., Texas

Philip Power
President, The Center for Michigan, Michigan

Michelle Powers
Executive Vice President, Human Resources & Administration, 
Crayola LLC, Pennsylvania

Doug Price
President and CEO, Rocky Mountain PBS, Colorado

J.B. Pritzker
Managing Partner, The Pritzker Group; Partner, New World  
Ventures, Illinois

George Reichert
Subscription Services Manager, Times Record, Maine

Norman S. Rich
Former President & CEO, Weis Markets Inc., Pennsylvania

James E. Rohr
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, The PNC Financial 
Services Group, Pennsylvania

W. David Romoser
Retired Senior Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary, 
A.O. Smith, Wisconsin

Penny Rubner
Owner, Penny’s Gourmet To Go, Montana

Dick Ruddell
President, Fort Worth Transportation Authority, Texas

George Rupp
President, The International Rescue Committee, New York

Sandy Rupp
President, United Way of Washtenaw County, Michigan

Audrey Russo
President & CEO, Pittsburgh Technology Council, Pennsylvania

Patrick Savage
President, Hylant, Michigan

Eugene Matthew Schaefer
Miami Market President, Bank of America, Florida

Melvyn D. Schiavelli
President & CEO, Harrisburg University of Science & Technology, 
Pennsylvania

Peter Schork
President & COO, Ann Arbor State Bank, Michigan

J.M. “Jim” Schultz
Founder and Managing Partner, Open Prairie Ventures, Illinois

Dr. Robert A. Scott
President, Adelphi University, New York

Nick Scott, Jr.
Vice President, Scott Enterprises, Pennsylvania

Kathi P. Seifert
Executive Vice President (Retired), Kimberly-Clark Corporation; 
Chair, Katapult, LLC, Wisconsin

Jared Serff
Vice President of Competitive Resources, Itron, Washington

Penelope Shaffer
Market President, SFL, Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Florida, 
Florida

Richard Sheridan
CEO, Menlo, Michigan

Keith Sorestad
Agent-Owner, State Farm Insurance, Washington

J. Donald Steele, Jr.
Chairman, President & CEO, The National Northumberland Bank, 
Pennsylvania

Jon Stellmacher
(Retired) Senior Vice President and Chief of Staff, Thrivent 
Financial for Lutherans, Wisconsin, Minnesota

Vincentina C. Taylor
President, Waveline Direct LLC, Pennsylvania

Missy Towery
Director, Canton Area Chamber of Commerce, Illinois

Dan Tremble
Owner, Fairmont Market, Maine

Martha Trombley Oakes
Director of Corporate and Community Relations of National 
Life Group and President of the National Life Group Charitable 
Foundation, Vermont

Wendi Valenti
Executive Director, Collinsville Chamber of Commerce, Illinois
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Ellen G. van der Horst
President and CEO, Cincinnati USA Regional Chamber, Ohio

Brian Vance
President/CEO, Heritage Bank, Washington

Dave Vander Zanden
CEO, School Specialty, Inc., Wisconsin

Lisa Ventriss
President, Vermont Business Roundtable, Vermont

Steve Voigt
President and CEO, King Arthur Flour, Vermont

Tim Volk
Partner, Kelliher Samets and Volk, Vermont

James C. Votruba
President, Northern Kentucky University, Kentucky

Mike Walker
President, Walker Logistics Inc., Montana

Cynthia Warke
Executive Director, Gateway Center, Illinois

Kevin C. Washington
Board Member, Tabor 100, Washington

Robert A. Watt
Vice-President (Retired), The Boeing Company, Washington

Jerry D. Weast
Partnership for Deliberate Excellence, LLC, Maryland

Kevin Weinacht
President, Weinacht & Associates, Illinois

Sandra Westlund-Deenihan
President, Quality Float Works, Inc., Illinois

Thomas A. H. White
Senior Vice President, Investor Relations, Unum, Tennessee

James M. Will
President, Titus-Will Auto Group, Washington

Harold M Williams
President Emeritus, J Paul Getty Trust, California

Trae Williamson
President, Williamson Automotive Group, Florida

Andrew B. Williford
Vice President, Human Resources, Volvo Construction Equipment 
Operations Americas, Pennsylvania

Kevin M. Winkelman
National Sales Manager, Western Division, Playworld Systems 
Inc., Pennsylvania

Dick Withnell
Owner, Withnell Dodge Hyundai, Oregon

Stedem Wood
Publisher, Skagit Valley Herald, Washington

Catherine J. Woods, JD, MPH
General Counsel, excelleRx, Inc., Pennsylvania

Jacob J. Worenklein, Esq.
Chairman and CEO (Retired), US Power Generating Company, 
New York

Steven T. Wray
Executive Director, Economy League of Greater Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania

James M. Zimmerman
Chairman of the Board and CEO (retired), Macy’s, Ohio, National


